AT    GRIPS    WITH    MOSCOW

marked with shell holes and craters and watered
with Polish blood; but nothing mattered so long as
the harvest was to be Polish liberty* Nor were the
Poles better treated by the Central Powers whom
they were helping than by the Russians. Despite
the successes of the Polish Legion, which, together
with the majority of the Polish people, fought the
Russians with death-defying courage, the German
High Command ordered the dissolution of the
Legion, Many of the Legionaries, rather than
submit to this order, sought refuge in Bolshevik
Russia, and a large proportion of these died in the
region of Murman and in Siberia. Only a small
part of the Legion, under the leadership of
General Haller, managed to reach France,

On November 5, 1916 the Central Powers
recognized the independence of Poland, yet on
17th July in the same year Pilsudski was arrested
and taken to Magdeburg. It was not until nth
November 1918 that he was able to return to
Poland and seize the reins of government.

Even then, however, the war for Poland was
not over. Hardly had the dawn of independence
for that sorely tried nation appeared on the horizon
when Poland was attacked by Bolshevik Russia.
There were many fierce battles and the Poles,
lacking sufficient munitions, were obliged to retire
and the whole eastern part of Poland was overrun
by the Reds* However, on August 16, 1920,
despite all their handicaps, they scored a decisive
victory over the Bolsheviks before Warsaw, and
liberty and independence were at last theirs. To-